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through flutterings and failings, dies altogether out.
Nay, suppose that those who will remember thee were
immortal and their memory of thee also immortal,
what is their good report to thee ? To thee, dead,
absolutely nothing. Well, but to thee, living, what
value is praise, except indeed for some secondary
result ? Why then wilt thou be so foolish as to
neglect nature's present gift, and cling to what one
or another says hereafter ? " *

The object of this close scrutiny is, of course, to
reduce all finite and changing things to their proper
finitude, that iss not to let them bulk too largely
or assume to themselves any absolute value. Wealth*,
honour, health, sensual and aesthetic pleasure, domestic
affections and bonds of friendship, and even life itself,
every one of them is to be reduced to what it is in
itself, and its limited scope is to be recognised. For
thus alone can we be in a position to compare it with
the good, and see what is its relation thereto. And
the ultimate result at which the Stoic aims is to
dis-illusionise us, and make us reject the idea that
anything external is essential to the good of a rational
being, or can have more than a relative value for
him, if it has even that.

With this is connected another thought, which
points in the same direction, namely, that things ex-
ternal are mainly gifts of fortune, and that no effort
1 Comment., IV, 19.